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Joan Kelley Walker is a Canadian style icon and an 
esteemed entrepreneur. She is a fixture in the world of  high 
fashion, and has earned international acclaim for her 
extensive humanitarian efforts, numerous appearances in 
television and film, and her dynamic and distinguished 
label, the Joan Kelley Walker Collection. 

Joan’s unique journey began in the newsroom and on the 
runway, modelling for top labels while working as a 
broadcaster and writer.   

Renowned for her elegant storytelling and impeccable and 
timeless style, she hosted a variety of  radio and television 
programs,  before being cast in the hit series The Real 
Housewives of  Toronto. After wrapping the show, she 
reconnected with her fashion-industry roots to launch her 
exclusive line of  versatile premium apparel. 

She balances a keen sense of  social responsibility with a 
bold business savvy, dignity, and grace, and is pertinaciously 
dedicated to improving lives, spreading joy, and making a 
positive difference in the world—one dress at a time.

Story
Her



of Toronto

Starring in reality show The Real Housewives of  
Toronto. Showcasing the city's most privileged, powerful 
and glamorous women as they navigate the elite social scene 
of  Canada's largest city. The Reality TV series aired 
internationally on Slice network.

The Real Housewives

Click on image to see video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmDbWRniaAU


BY SUSAN KELLY
PHOTOGRAPHY: VALERIE WILCOX
HOME STYLING: RHONDA THORNTON

HAIR: CASSANDRA JAKUBEK
MAKE-UP: MICAH GILBERT 
FASHION STYLIST: SONIA TORSON
ASSISTANT FASHION STYLIST: KLAUDIA CAPALBO
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GLAMOUR 
& COMFORT 
UNDER  
ONE ROOF
Real Housewife Joan Kelley Walker 
loves being in her recently renovated 
King City home 

SLICE NETWORK SAYS its on-hiatus reality show 
Real Housewives of Toronto followed “six 
of the city’s most privileged, powerful and 
glamorous women as they navigate the elite 
social scene of Canada’s largest city.”  One of 
the show’s stars, Joan Kelley Walker, was most 
often shown entertaining in her downtown 
Toronto digs or taking the gang to the cottage 
compound in Muskoka.
  From the reality show, one might think to 
find her in her downtown Toronto condo or 
home in Miami. But Joan spends most of her 
time in the red-brick King City country house 
she has lived in for more than 20 years. While 
a recent update to the interiors elevated its 
undeniable if understated chic, this is a family 
home to be lived in. And although Joan “tries 
to bring the fabulous” wherever she is, she 
would rather talk about her roles as dedicated 
mom, philanthropist and businesswoman. “I 
love fashion but also gardening.  I’m passion-
ate about charitable work but I love Gucci, 
too. I turn my hand to home design but it’s 
often me who has to clean up what the cat left 
on the carpet,” she says.
 A “small town girl” born in Saskatchewan, 
she feels most at home in this venerable Geor-
gian-style manor, which is surrounded by 
rolling farmland. The house has undergone 
many updates, including one that upped the 
number of bedrooms to six from four. The 
most recent increased the kitchen’s square 
footage, added an indoor swimming pool, 
and expanded the master suite.
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Joan’s new kitchen reflects her personal taste: 

the classic style of the soft white English-style 

cabinetry contrasts with such modern accents 

as the dramatic chrome faucets and hardware. 

Cabinetry: Bloomsbury Fine Cabinetry; faucet: 

Waterstone; cooktop and wall ovens: Wolf.
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 The home offers a retreat from the jet-
set lifestyle so often splashed across society 
pages of this former model and television 
host. Photos focus on the celeb-strewn parties 
thrown by this legendary hostess and her 
husband of 18 years, Don Walker, CEO of 
Magna International. The couple have two 
boys, aged 15 and 17. Two young-adult chil-
dren from Walker’s first marriage complete 
the household, which also includes two dogs 
and two cats.

“I’m a big believer in giving back  
and making a difference.”

 “We have worked very hard for our 
money, and giving back is one of the most im-
portant and valuable things you can do when 
you have it,” Joan says. “I’m a big believer in 
giving back and making a difference.” Her 
charity work goes far beyond writing cheques 
and posing for pictures at fundraising galas. 
For the past 20 years, Joan and Don have been 
very hands-on supporters of World Vision 
Canada, for which Joan is an ambassador. 
They have traveled to Kenya, Costa Rica and 

many other countries where the agency works 
to improve the lives of children and their 
communities. The couple are also primary 
supporters of World Vision’s Starting Strong 
program that supports Cambodian women 
during and after pregnancy. For her charitable 
efforts, Joan has won several awards, including 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. •

The new indoor swimming pool’s deep blue hue 

and waterfall bring the great outdoors inside the 

home. Housed in a new addition, it overlooks the 

backyard. Formal Georgian columns echo the ones 

that grace the red brick house’s exterior.
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Joan tends to favour Canadian fashion de-
signers and wears their creations proudly. 
And she is poised to join their ranks with 
her own eponymous label. Once it gets off 
the drawing board, the Joan Kelley Walker 
brand will highlight elegance in fashion with 
a humanitarian twist. More will be revealed 
shortly about the project she calls “a lifelong 
dream that fills my heart.” 
 As poised and fashion-savvy as she ap-
pears, Joan admits: “I used to be terrified of 
interior design until I learned to partner with 
the right person.” And for this renovation, she 

turned to designer Rhonda Thornton, owner 
and creative director of Bloomsbury Fine 
Cabinetry. “We’re also friends, which made it 
easier,” Thornton says. “Our design sense and 
the way we make decisions is similar, and we 
had some fun road trips to source products.”
 The expansion of the house doubled the 
kitchen’s size to about 800 square feet. The 
dark and cramped original kitchen has been 
replaced by a stunning bank of cabinetry 
and two islands. What Joan calls the “kitchen 
table,” a large harvest table that has been in 
the family for many years, was relocated to 
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The designer and homeowner worked together in the 

kitchen’s design. Designer Rhonda Thornton sourced 

the counter stools’ high-tech fabric. Joan found the 

striking pendant lights that hang over both islands; 

they are the work of a friend, Florida-based designer 

Teresa Costa. Lighting: Luna Bella.

Joan prefers that most design elements 

also have a function. Here the designer 

incorporated a storage drawer under the 

sink. Decorative posts also have concealed 

storage options worked into the design.

the new addition, beyond which lies a formal 
dining room. The kitchen also features a sep-
arate lounge area with a pair of comfy arm-
chairs, perfect for enjoying morning coffee 
and a beautiful view of the pastures outside.
 A soft white colour scheme was chosen. 
“Joan wanted this to be a ‘little black dress’ 
of a kitchen,” Thornton explains, “timeless 
and classic with a look that could be changed 
with accessories.” To get that, the Bloomsbury 
English-style framed cabinetry, which har-
monized with the home’s Georgian-manor 
style, was chosen.  The counters and islands 

are topped with rare Calacatta Gold marble, 
a soft white variety with veins of rich taupe 
and gold running through it.
 It took a long search, though, to find the 
marble mosaic backsplash tiles in a diamond 
pattern to match the leaded-glass windows 
of the cabinetry above. The cabinets hold 
china and tableware that have also been in 
the family for years. Other heirlooms are on 
display throughout the home. 
 Portions of what was once the exterior 
brick wall were worked into the updated 
home’s design. • 

“The kitchen is so 
beautiful; I feel so 

good in here.”
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“Joan has a very keen design eye, but it’s 
also important to her that things be highly 
functional,” says Thornton. In the kitchen, 
for example, she loved the idea of tucking a 
ladder under the cabinetry’s kick base. It can 
be taken out easily and used to reach the top 
bank of tall shelves. Every post has storage be-
hind it to conceal everyday items. And though 
the tufted wing-back counter stools appear to 
be delicate and satiny, their fabric easily wipes 
clean and is stain-resistant.

 In a separate addition, an indoor pool was 
added. As with the kitchen, it features a glass 
wall open to the backyard, which is replete 
with mature trees. Joan loves that the pool 
features formal Georgian columns, a nod to 
the home’s exterior architecture. The Ontario 
wilderness is evoked by the pool’s deep blue 
lining and the black slate tiles surrounding it. 
A waterfall is found at one end and a fountain 
feature at the other. The family, who all enjoy 
swimming, can do a full water circuit there. 
Off to the side, there’s an infrared sauna, 
steam room, laundry area for towels, and 
dressing room. •
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A skylight floods the informal dining area 

with light. The family often shares meals 

at the antique harvest table. For very 

large sit-down dinners, Joan has it moved 

beside the formal dining table beyond to 

expand seating capacity.
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The pool addition made it possible to expand 
the master bedroom and bath considerably. 
A new home gym now stands just outside it. 
The cramped walk-in closet that the couple 
once shared has become spacious his-and-hers 
dressing areas. Joan now has a main closet for 
her everyday wardrobe and a separate one for 
out-of-season clothes and accessories. There 
are also separate areas devoted to a vanity and 
another to store luggage. “It’s really gorgeous, 
a dream closet,” Joan says.
 Yet for all her fashionista image, she 
spends much more time in the kitchen than 
in the dressing room. “The kitchen is so 
beautiful; I feel so good in here,” she says.  
“The island is where everyone gathers and 
where we turn out so many good meals, 
have heart-to-hearts with the kids and make 
decisions, things that nourish the soul. This 
kitchen encompasses all that.” •

A pink marble countertop provides the only hint of colour in the 

spa-like master bathroom. Joan enjoys a daily soak in the sculptural 

freestanding tub while taking in the view of the backyard and the 

original artwork painted by a friend. Painting: Janna Downey.
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YOU 
ARE 

KNOWN 
FOR YOUR 
VAST AND 

VARYING 
PHILAN-
THROPIC 

EFFORTS; CAN 
YOU TELL US 

ABOUT THE CHAR-
ITABLE INITIATIVE 
ATTACHED TO THIS 

PROJECT? 

It took me sometime to align 
with the right partner but when I 

heard about Breakfast Club of 
'EREHE��E�RSRTVSÁX�SVKERM^EXMSR�

dedicated to giving an equal chance of 
success to all children one breakfast at a 
time at school, I knew that my search was 

over.  It felt right.      
I have been working with World Vision 

'EREHE�JSV�SZIV�ÿĆ�]IEVW�SR�MRXIVREXMSREP�MRM-
tiatives for child welfare like nutrition 

and education.  I am 
passionate 

about 
the wellbeing 

of children because 
they are our future.  Hun-

ger and malnutrition are usu-
ally imagined as issues beyond 

our border; however, the problem 
exists in our very own backyard.

Did you know that Canada is 
XLI�SRP]�GSYRXV]�MR�XLI�+ą�XLEX�HSIW�

not offer a national food program in schools?  The impacts 
of hunger reach far beyond a single child.  Hunger affects 
GPEWWVSSQ�PIEVRMRK��Ąþ	�SJ�[LMGL�MW�HSRI�FIJSVI�PYRGL��

behavioral issues such as bullying, and social exclusion, as 
[IPP�EW�SZIVEPP�LIEPXL�ERH�[IPPFIMRK����3RI�MR�ÁZI�'EREHMER�
children is at risk of starting school on an empty stomach.  

Breakfast Club of Canada started its mission to nurture their  
potential and grow healthy students, giving an equal chance of 

success to all kids—one breakfast at a time.  Operating from coast 
XS�GSEWX��XLI�'PYF�RS[�LIPTW�JIIH�SZIV�Āþþ�þþþ�OMHW�MR�ÿ�Ąþþ�

schools every morning.  I have been to some of these schools 
ERH�WIIR�XLMW�SVKERM^EXMSR�EX�[SVO��%W�E�QSXLIV��MX�QEOIW�

my heart full; it is a cause that I just had to do something 
about. For every JKW item purchased, a donation will be 

made by me to the Breakfast Club of Canada. 
 

 IS THERE A FEMALE STYLE ICON IN 
YOUR LIFE THAT YOU LOOKED TO, 
OR WERE INSPIRED BY, FOR THIS 

COLLECTION? 

1]�ÁVWX�WX]PI�MGSRW�ERH�MRÂYIRGIVW�[IVI�
my grandmother and mother.  I have memo-
ries of both women working so hard during 

my childhood.  They grew up in small 
towns, and they had their work clothes 

that I remember them wearing frequently 
and proudly.  When they decided to go out 

and get all dressed up, it was a very special 
occasion.  They would creatively use what 

they had and reused other pieces. I would 
watch them continuously reinvent their 

looks; and watching the wardrobe changes 
transform their moods stayed 

with me forever. 
Then I would say Princess Diana. She 

had such a chic yet appropriate style.  I 
loved how she always stayed true to her-

self—in my eyes this makes her timeless. 
 She used her famous looks to inspire 

charitable donations through clothing auc-
tions. She was the most stylish royal,  but 

never lost sight of her larger purpose and 
never let the attention change her.  She 

was truly elegant and exuded a generous 
LIEVX���%�FIEYX]�MRWMHI�ERH�SYX��0EWXP]��
I would say, every woman on earth. I 

am inspired by every single woman I 
meet or come across on a daily basis.  

Everyone has their own unique 
sense of style and true expression. 

In today’s modern world, with Ins-
tagram and other digital  tools, we 
have the opportunity to share and 

to inspire one another. 
Together we make the world 

more beautiful.  

JOAN 
KELLEY WALKER takes us 

behind her LINE THAT GIVES

60 | #dauphinemagazine

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IS THE DEFIN-
ING FEATURE OF YOUR NEW LINE, IF 
YOU HAD TO DESCRIBE THE ENTIRE 
LINE OR PROJECT IN THREE WORDS 

OR LESS? 

Timeless Elegance, Purpose of Giving Back, Clean, 
precise, effortless. My vision was to create pieces that 

evoke everyday elegance with a purpose of giving 
back.  Women will unite 

through giving back, no matter 
[LEX�]SYV�WM^I�MW��[LEX�]SY�HS��
where you are from, or where 
you have been, every woman 
who purchases a piece of the 

Joan Kelley Walker Collection 
will all be contributing to the 
same cause.  This is powerful 

and empowering!  

WHAT DO YOU WANT 
WOMEN TO FEEL 
WHILE WEARING 
YOUR CLOTHING 

LINE? WHAT IS YOUR 
DESIRED TAKEAWAY 

FOR THE CONSUMER? 

Very simply, the answer to that question is: GOOD!  
I want women to feel good all day and every day!  I 
want them to feel empowered, worthy, elegant, and 

strong.  Women innately give.  Sometimes they give so 
much of themselves they forget to take care of them-

selves.  Personally, whenever I am feeling discouraged, 
or low, or have any doubts, I get dressed up. I put 

something on and this uplifts my entire being.

I wanted to create a line so that all women can feel 
good when they put on a piece from the collection. It 
was important to make it affordable so that it is also 
accessible.  The Joan Kelley Walker Collection can 
be worn to special occasions, celebrations, to work, 
[MXL�]SYV�JVMIRHW��SV�IZIR�EPSRI���%PP�[SQIR�JVSQ�EPP�
walks of life deserve to feel this good and to know 
that through every purchase there is a purpose.  I am 
HSREXMRK�Q]�TVSÁXW�[MXL�LSTIW�SJ�MRWTMVMRK�SXLIVW�

to give as well.   I strongly believe 
that when we unite, great things are 
accomplished.  

CAN WE EXPECT MORE 
CLOTHING OR PERHAPS 
ACCESSORIES OR OTHER 
FASHION FROM YOU IN 
THE FUTURE? 
 
%FWSPYXIP]´-�EQ�NYWX�KIXXMRK�
started and truly feel like the sky 
is the limit. In fact, I am currently 
working on the next collection 
with women’s apparel which will 
include dresses, tops, beach to bar 
dresses, cover-up, jackets—and 
the list goes on.  I also dream of 
introducing other categories, like 

swimwear, accessories, and designer home goods.  
Now that I have started, I don’t see myself slowing 
down.  The creative process is so inspiring and ener-
KM^MRK���8S�ORS[�XLEX�-�EQ�HSMRK�XLMW�JSV�WYGL�E�KSSH�
cause is also motivating.
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 “BREAKFAST 
CLUB OF CANADA 
STARTED ITS MISSION TO 

NURTURE THE 
POTENTIAL AND GROW 
HEALTHY STUDENTS, 
GIVING AN EQUAL 

CHANCE OF 
SUCCESS TO ALL 
KIDS ONE BREAKFAST 

AT A TIME.”
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“I WANTED TO 
CREATE A 
LINE SO THAT 

ALL WOMEN 
CAN FEEL 

GOOD WHEN 
THEY PUT ON A 
PIECE FROM THE 

COLLECTION.”

—Icon
Fashion



Joan
Genuinely

https://dauphine.ca/the-grail/shes-the-power-in-empowerment-joan-kelley-walker?rq=joan%20kelley%20walker


Classic Beauty
Style—



Walker Collection
The Joan Kelley

Small-town prairie sensibilities with red-carpet Hollywood 
glam, Joan cultivated her upscale functional-chic clothing line 
from a modest start-up into a globally-established brand. 

“Create an aspirational, affordable collection of  
lifestyle products that embodies elegance and authenticity with 
the purpose of  giving back”.

Click on image to see video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BFyFw-ZmYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BFyFw-ZmYs


Click on image to see video. Click on image to see video.

Fashion & Compassion

https://www.theloop.ca/watch/style/fashion/this-new-clothing-line-is-helping-feed-canadian-children/5982092018001/5982112335001/your-morning/
https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/fyu35ZYpLc9QKYpwd5zGSHST


“
Testimonials

“Working with Joan has been truly an honour. Her beauty, class and 
integrity remind me of  a modern day Grace Kelly. She is one of  the 
most beautiful humans inside and out and I’m grateful to know a 
woman as strong and amazing as her.” 
 
— Jordan Erin McKay (Creative Director, Hendrixroe) 

“…Joan’s humble, happy roots from her childhood in Saskatchewan 
laid a foundation of  gratitude that she expresses in an energetic, 
fearless way. Her family ties are tightly bound and frame the way she 
lives her life; authentically, compassionately, with grace, wisdom and 
(no question), style and panache. You might think a self-made person 
like this might feel or behave above the crowd but just the opposite is 
true, as Joan engages everyone who crosses her path with warmth and 
dignity. Joan doesn’t just show up; you feel embraced by her 
arrival…” 
 
— Eyre Purkin Bien CFRE (Senior Advisor, CNIB) 

“Above all, Joan has such a warm heart. She is a passionate advocate 
for the world’s most vulnerable children. We are grateful to have Joan 
as a partner, and so thankful that she is willing to inspire other 
Canadians to join the cause to help improve the lives of  children.” 
 
— Michael Messenger (President & CEO, World Vision Canada) 

“Her exemplary character and values leave a positive impact on all 
those she meets, and she inspires those of  all backgrounds to find their 
passion, pull up their sleeves, and engage in volunteerism and 
philanthropy.” 
 
— Erin Cerenzia (Coordinator, Neighbourhood Network) 

Joan Kelley Walker has both an impeccable sense of style and 
unparalleled work ethic. She has shown support and 
demonstrate impeccable knowledge and support of local and 
international designers. Being heavily involved in the local 
and international fashion industry, I do consider myself quite 
knowledgeable of current fashion affairs and trends. In spite of 
all of this – Joan has introduced me to two fashion labels that 
I would have probably otherwise overlooked. I have become 
huge supporters of both these fashion labels and continued to 
be impressed with the new ideas and designers that Joan 
brings to the table.  ”— Sergio El-Azzi (Award-Winning Fashion Editor) 



globa l
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Media Coverage

27,175,527 media impressions in more than 50 different channels 

https://www.slice.ca/fashion/photos/cute-dresses-under-100-dollars-in-canada/#!cute-inexpensive-dresses-in-canada-walmart
https://www.beyondfashionmagazine.com/lifestyle/people/a-glimpse-into-the-philanthropic-life-of-joan-kelley-walker-how-shes-changing-the-world-with-style-and-grace/
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Media
Social

@JoanKelleyWalkerOfficial 
 

— 

@JoanKelleyWalkerCollection

http://instagram.com/joankelleywalkerofficial
http://instagram.com/joankelleywalkercollection


Covers
Magazine

https://issuu.com/movatohome/docs/toronto_summer_2018_digital
https://www.beyondfashionmagazine.com/tag/joan-kelley-walker/


Carpets
Red

The best moments from the red carpet celebrating fashion, art, 
entertainment, charitable causes and more.  
 
Joan is regularly invited to these VIP and formal events.



Diary
Red Carpet

Click on image to see video.

Joan Kelley Walker interviews A-list celebrities on the red carpet during 
the internationally acclaimed Toronto International Film Festival. 



As a devoted philanthropist Joan has been a World Vision ambassador for 
twenty years, and lends her support to dozens of  charitable organizations locally, 
nationally and internationally including Neighborhood Network, CNIB, Mercy 
Ships, Breakfast Club of  Canada and United Way. Her international advocacy 
and outreach continues to impact the lives of  millions worldwide.

Philanthropy



“Give how you can, when you can”

Soul
Heart &

— Joan Kelley Walker



2019 — ‘Global Impact’ Award from The Women of  Inspiration. 

2019 — ‘Women Who Work’ Award honoured by the Embassy of  Gabon. 
 
2018 — ‘The Contribution to Canadian Fashion’ award by the 
International Fashion Encounter recognized for her impact and contribution to the 
Canadian Fashion community.  

2016 — ‘Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal’ presented to Joan by 
Command of  Her Majesty The Queen. The Diamond Jubilee Medal is presented 
in commemoration of  the sixtieth anniversary of  Her Majesty’s Accession to the 
Throne and in recognition of  her contribution to Canada.  
 
2016 — ‘Heroes for Children-Power of  Generosity’ Award, 
considered World Vision’s highest honour. As part of  her work with World Vision, 
having returned from work in Kenya and Tanzania in response to the HIV and 
AIDS debacle, in 1995.  
 
2016 — Joan was awarded the ‘Mother Teresa’ Award from Athol Murray 
College of  Notre Dame; recognized for her outstanding work with World Vision.

Recognitions
Awards &

she’s the power
in empowerment

— Dauphine Magazine“ ”







Shauna Ireland 
shauna@joankelleywalker.com 

& Contact Information
Press Enquiries

mailto:shauna@joankelleywalker.com


Fashion can change the world.

K E L L E Y W A L K E R



K E L L E Y W A L K E R

http://joankelleywalker.com

